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What is DecisionEdge Designer?

DecisionEdge Designer gives technical consultants and developers
the ability to both modify existing DecisionEdge charts and reports
and create completely new ones for specific needs.

DecisionEdge Designer can be used to create charts and reports
from any software application running on an open database.
However, the focus of this guide will be on creating new charts and
reports for Microsoft Office Project and DecisionEdge Earned Value
Manager.

With DecisionEdge Designer, developers can:
= Create new charts and tabular reports that can be shared
with all DecisionEdge users
= Customize existing charts and reports by adding new
filters and series, including filters based on activity codes and
other user defined fields.

®= Test changes with included viewers - DecisionEdge
Designer includes licenses for the DecisionEdge Suite for
Earned Value Manager and DecisionEdge Suite for Microsoft
Office Project so developers can view and troubleshoot their
work.
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Licensing

DecisionEdge Designer will initially install in evaluation mode. To
obtain a permanent license and continue using the software after the
evaluation expires, you must purchase a full-use license from
DecisionEdge or one of its authorized representatives.

After obtaining a license, you will receive a Registration Number that
identifies and unlocks your copy of DecisionEdge Designer.
Installation of the license is done after the initial installation (See the
licensing instructions below).

Hardware and Software Requirements

DecisionEdge Designer

Software:
= O/S: Windows 2000, XP SP2 or higher, or Vista
= Microsoft: Microsoft Office Project 2002 or higher, including
Microsoft Office Project 2007
= Not licensed for use with Primavera products.

Hardware:
= 40MB hard drive for each client
= 1GB of RAM or higher recommended
= Two gigahertz (GHz) processor or higher recommended

Using the DecisionEdge Designer in Your Organization

DecisionEdge helps project managers, program managers,
executives and all stakeholders make better decisions about their
projects. With DecisionEdge, new project charts and tabular reports
are just a few clicks away.

Learn more about DecisionEdge Designer:
http://www.decisionedge.com/microsoft designer.html



http://www.decisionedge.com/microsoft_designer.html
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DecisionEdge Designer Documentation

DecisionEdge Designer documentation consists of three main
components:

m This DecisionEdge Designer Getting Started Guide explains how to
install and license the software.

m The DecisionEdge Designer Help File explains how to create new
charts and reports. For example, the Help File describes how to
design Filters and Data Blocks. The Help File is accessed within
DecisionEdge Designer and is designed to be complementary with
the help file in the DecisionEdge Suite.

m The DecisionEdge Website has recorded demonstrations and other
materials that can help you better understand the software.
http://www.decisionedge.com/support.html

Where to Get Support

Customer success is a top priority at DecisionEdge. We want our
customers to quickly and easily get started and remain successful
with DecisionEdge software, and we have created extensive
materials to help.

Please review the Support section of the DecisionEdge website for
the information and answers that will help you get the most out of
DecisionEdge software products:
http://www.decisionedge.com/support



http://www.decisionedge.com/support.html
http://www.decisionedge.com/support
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DecisionEdge Designer Setup

I The setup of DecisionEdge Designer consists of
installing and licensing the software, connecting to the

. source database, and then starting a new design
In this chapter: effort.

Installing DecisionEdge Designer

Licensing DecisionEdge Designer
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Installing DecisionEdge Designer

If you have a previous version of DecisionEdge Designer installed,
use Add/Remove Programs in the Windows Control Panel to uninstall
the existing version before you begin setup.

Note: Your licensing and database connection information will be
preserved when you uninstall the old version.

To Install DecisionEdge Designer
1. Exit any open programs before you install the DecisionEdge
Designer.

2. Download the DecisionEdge Designer file to your computer.
Click Run if you get any Security Warning dialogs:

File Download - Security Warning

Do you want to run or zave thiz file?

Mame: DecisionEdgeDesigner. exe
Type: Application, 26,9 ME

From:  wwaw, decisionedge, com

Bun ]’ Save ]L Cancel |

il w'hile files fram the Intermet can be useful, this file type can
g patentially harmn your computer. 1F you dao not trust the zource, do not

i ar save this software, What's the rigk?

The installation process will begin after the download is
complete.

3. Click Run if you get this Windows Security Warning dialog:

Internet Explorer. - Security Warning

The publisher could not be verified. Are you sure you want to run this

software?

Mame: DecisionEdgeDesigner.exe

Publisher: Unknown Publisher

Run ]L Don't Run _|

This File does not have a walid digital signature that verifies its publisher, You
should anly run saftware from publishers wou trust, How can 1 decide what
software to run?
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4. This dialog will appear when starting Installation:

DecisionEdge - InstallShield Wizard

( DECISIONEDGE"
) ~ DESIGNER

‘Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for DecisionEdge

The Install3hield Wizard will install DecisionEdge on pour computer. To continue, click Next

InstalShield < Back [Hedt> } Cancel

5. Review the licensing agreement and, if you agree to the
license terms, select “I Agree” to accept it and then click Next.

InstallShield Wizard 3

icense Agreement

DecisionEdg

Please read the following lissnse agiesment carefully

k3

DECISIONEDGE e . ] e
() ~ DESIGNER DECISIONEDGE SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT

|
This license agreement governs all DecisionEdge ovmed or
licensed products
and interfaces that connect to the DecisionEdge product
enviromment

THIS IS ALEGAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN YOU (ENTITY

OR PERSON) AND DECISIONEDGE, INC.
("DECISIONEDGE"). READ THE TERMS AND

CONDITIONS OF THIS LICENSE AGREEMENT
("AGREEMENT") CAREFULLY BEFORE USING THE
SOFTWARE. BY SELECTING "I AGREE" OR BY USING

THE SOFTWARE AFTER VIEWING THIS AGREEMENT, v

@ I accept the terms of the license agreement

| do not accept the terms of the license agreement

Inistal shield) < Back Hext» Cancel

6. Enter your name and your company name and click Next:

DecisionEdge - InstallShield Wizard

ustomer Information
Please enter your infarmation,

( DECISIONEDGE "
) ~ DESIGNER

eeeee———— LN
\Jnm Smith{ |

Company Mame

‘Dacis\nnEdge, Ine. |

sl this application far

& Anyone wha uses this computer (2l users]

€ Orly for me [ohn Smith)

Instalshield < Back Nest> Caneel
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7. Choose between a Complete or Custom Install. Complete
will install all software and samples to the directory:
C:\Program Files\DecisionEdge. Choose Custom to select a
different location.

DecisionEdpe - InstallShield Wizard |z‘

etup Type
Select the setup type to instal.

Flease select a setup type.

( DECISIONEDGE "
) ~ DESIGNER

* [Compiete

@ All program features wil be installzd, [Requires the most disk space.]

€ Cugtom
@ Select which program features pou want installed. Recommended for advanced
ors

Instalhisld < Back Hext > Cancel

8. Click install to begin the software installation.

DecisionEdge - InstallShield Wizard

The wizard is 1eady to begin installation

Click Instal to beqin the installation
( DECISIONEDGE" ) . ) )
) ~— DESIGNER s st 9 evies o change any o yout talton setings, ik Eack. Clk Cancel 10 24 the

InstalStifeld < Back Cancal

9. The software will be installed:
DecisionEdge - InstallShield Wizard X

etup Status

The InstallShield Wizard is instaling DecisionEdge

~ DESIGNER
[ |

() DECISIONEDGE "

Instaling

4. ARiepott Cost By Contiol Acsount Burdans o

InstalShiield
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10. Click Finish to exit when the installation is done.
11. Start DecisionEdge Designer by either clicking on the new

icon on your desktop or choose Start — All Programs —
DecisionEdge — DecisionEdge Designer

Licensing DecisionEdge Designer

DecisionEdge Designer will initially install in evaluation mode. To
obtain a permanent license and continue using the software after the
evaluation period, you must purchase a license directly from
DecisionEdge or one of its authorized representatives.

Until you purchase a license, you will see a splash screen like this:
("u DECISIONEDGE"
||“> DESIGNER

Evaluation Version
14 Days Left

Copyright 2005 Decizion Edge, Inc. All rights reserved. Any repraduction in whale or part iz
strictly prohibited,

Order Mol Reqister Cancel

To register your DecisionEdge Designer license:
1. Start DecisionEdge Designer by clicking on the desktop icon.

2. If you have not yet purchased or registered a license, the
Evaluation Version splash screen shown above will appear.

3. Click Register to begin licensing the software.

4. The Register dialog appears:

Enter Installation Mumber

Enter Ingtallation Humber;

k. I Cancel |

5. Enter the installation number provided to you by
DecisionEdge during the purchase process. This is a 16 digit
number. Click OK to continue.
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6. The Choose Licensing Method dialog appears

X

Choose Licensing Method

Automatic Licenzsing

[f thiz computer is connected to the internet click
here to automatically finalize product licenzing.

kdanual Lizenzing

If thiz computer ig not connected ta the intermet
click here to manually complete product
licenzing.

This dialog gives you two choices on how to complete the
registration of your software:

e Automatic Licensing - If your computer has an Internet
connection, then select this option to automatically register with
the DecisionEdge web server. This usually takes less than 30
seconds to complete. Only your Registration number, an
internally generated "Installation Number", and your IP address
are sent to the DecisionEdge web site. You will be notified when
registration is complete.

* Manual Licensing - To register manually, follow the instructions
below.

To register your product manually:

After selecting Manual Registration on the Select Registration Type
dialog, a Register dialog appears that displays the Installation
Number, Registration Number, and the DecisionEdge web address
where you can register manually.

Registration Dialog

Installation Mumber:

Registration Mumber:

To complate registration go to

waw decisiohedage. comregister html

ou will need to enter the Installation Mumber and Registration
Mumber ko get a Unlock Key.

Unlock Key:

ak. I Cancel

1. Open your Internet Browser, and enter the registration web
address.
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If you do not have Internet access on the computer, write
down the Installation Number, the Registration Number, and
the Web address, and complete the registration (steps below)
on a computer with Internet access. Finally, enter the Unlock
Key in the Unlock Key field.

2. Enter the Installation Number and Registration Number in the
registration web page, and click Submit.

3. The registration form web page returns the Unlock Key.

4. Type that key in the Unlock Key field in the Register dialog.

5. Click License....
The software will process the unlock key and convert itself
into a full-license. You will no longer see the Evaluation
Version splash screen. Thank you for your purchase!
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Setting up a Database Connection
and Opening a Chart or Report

In this chapter:

Opening a chart or report

Setting up database connections

Examples for database connection setup

This chapter provides details about how to set up
database connections for the first time by opening a
chart or report. You will also find examples of
database connection setup through Oracle and SQL.
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Opening the First Chart and Establishing a Database Connection

While DecisionEdge Designer is for creating new charts and reports, it is
easiest to configure and test a database connection using an existing
chart.

The first time you open a chart or report, you have to establish a
connection to the host application. This connection can be direct to the
database using an ODBC driver or it can be via an APl or SDK that
presents data via an ODBC or OLE DB interface.

Opening a chart or report:
Charts and reports are stored as files on the hard disk with a “.cvx”
extension.

1. Choose File, Open.
The file open dialog appears. Navigate to the installation directory,
typically: C:\Program Files\DecisionEdge

- & Bk E-

E:ITempDir

File name: | c:\program files Open |
Files of type: | Chart Files [*.ov) -l Cancel |

You can access to the following default chart folders:

» DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager Graphs

C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\Charts\Earned Value Manager Graphs
» Microsoft Office Project Graphs

C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\MSProjectGraphs

%

You can access to the following default report folders:

e DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager Reports

C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\Reports\Earned Value Manager Reports
e Microsoft Office Project Reports

C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\MSProjectGraphs
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2. Select one of the chart or report files, and click Open.
The Select Database Connection dialog appears.

Select Database Connection £|
Fick Data Source
ISampIe Microzoft Office Project Database LI

AddODBC.. | Add OLE DE...|

Caricel |

When you first run DecisionEdge Designer, the only connection on the
list is to the sample Microsoft Office Project database. If you need to
connect to a different database, you can use the Add ODBC and Add
OLE DB buttons.
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Setting up a connection to the database
You can establish connection to the database through Add ODBC or Add OLE DB buttons. The
right choice depends on the application you are using and the type of database you are

connecting to. The table below outlines the possible options:

Module Database Connectivity Option
DecisionEdge Microsoft OLE DB Add OLE DB...
Earned Value Oracle .
Driver for Oracle
Manager
DecisionEdge . Add OLE DB...
Earned Value SQL Server Microsoft OLE DB
Driver for SQL Server
Manager
Eaefrll?alg Q/Ea(ljgs Access Microsoft_Jet 4.0 AAdOLEDE.
OLE DB Provider
Manager
Microsoft Office A ET Microsoft JET Add OLE DB...
Project ceess / J OLE DB Provider
Any Application with . Choose Appropriate .
an Open Database | Varies Connectivity Driver Depends on Driver
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Database Connection Setup Examples

Below are several specific database connection examples:

Example 1 DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager with Oracle, SQL Server, or
Microsoft Access

1. Click Add OLE DB....
The Data Link Properties dialog appears:

B pata Link Properties _ il

Frovider ]Ccmner:titm | Aduamed] All ]

Selsctthe data vou wantta connect to:

OLE DE Provideris) =
MediaCatalogDB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogMergedDB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogweb DB OLE DB Provider

Microsoft 1S4 1.1 OLE DB Provider

Microsoft Jet 3.51 OLE DB Prowider

Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider

Microsoft OLE DB Provider For Data Mining Services
Microsoft OLE DE Provider for DTS Packages
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Indexing Service
Microsoft OLE DB Frovider for Intemet Publishing
Microsoft OLE DB Frovider for ODBC Drivers
Microsoft OLE DE Provider for OLAR Services 8.0
Microsoft OLE DE Frovider for Oracle

Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Outlook Search
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server

Microsoft OLE DB Simple Provider -
Microsoft Project 10.0 OLE DB Provider LI

AT IataChama

0K Cancel I Help |

2. Select the appropriate provider for your database.

Most likely the provider is one of the following:

* Oracle — Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Oracle

* SQL Server — Microsoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server
* Access — Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider

3. Click Next to complete the setup of the provider.

4. Click the Connection tab to define database and authenticate
yourself for the connection. You may have to contact your database
administrator for the database connection information.

Note: Make sure the “Allow Saving Password” checkbox is checked

or DecisionEdge will not work.

For Oracle, the Connection tab requires a server name, user name,
and password:
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B Data Link Properties E x|

Provider Connection | Advanced | Al |

Specify the following to connect to Oracle data:

1.Enter & server name:

2 Enter information to log on to the database:

Llsername: I

Fassword: |
[~ Blank password

Test Cannection |

OF | Cancel | Help |

For SQL server, the Connection tab requires a server name, a
database name, and either a Windows NT security for login or a
SQL server user name and password:

B pata Link Properties

Provider Connection | Advanced | All |

Specify the following to connect to SOL Server data:
1. Select orenter a sgwver name:
| v | Befresh
2. Enter information tolog on to the server:
" UseWindows NT Integrated security
@ Llse a specific user name and pagsword;

User name: |

Passward: |
[ Blank passward [¥ Allow saving password

3. (@ Selectthe database on the server:

l =

(— Aftach a databese file as a database name:

Using the fileneme:

| |
Test Cannection |

oK | Cancel | Help |

13
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Example 2

Note: The username and password are database usernames and
passwords, not Earned Value Manager usernames and passwords.
Contact your system administrator if you have do not know your
database usernames.

5. Click the Test Connection button to verify the connection.
If things are working, the test will succeed. If not, please review your
settings and

6. Click OK to confirm the database connection.
The Enter Name dialog appears:

Enter Name x|

Enter custom name for ODBC driver.

DDBCDSMN=PrimaveraSDKLUID=adminP\WD=admin;

oK Cancel

The Enter Name dialog allows you to give your own personalized
name to the database connection. This name then appears in the list
when you open a report. An example of a database connection name
for Earned Value Manager might be “EVM”

7. Click OK to return to the Select Database Connection dialog.
The new connection name is already filled in.

8. Click OK in the Select Database Connection dialog to run the
report.

Sample Microsoft Office Project Database

DecisionEdge Designer comes with a sample Microsoft Office Project
database with all tables and fields that can be used to create new
charts and reports. This file, SampleMSProjectDB.mdb, is installed in
the default DecisionEdge directory and a link to it is automatically
created during installation. To work with this sample database, simply
select “Sample Microsoft Office Project Database” and click OK.

Select Database Connection 5|
Fick Data Source
ISampIe Microsoft Office Project Databaze ;I

AddODBC.. |  Add OLE DE...|

Cancel |
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Example 3 Microsoft Office Project Temporary Database

When DecisionEdge creates a chart or report from Microsoft Office
Project, the software creates a temporary database with only the
tables and fields required for the specific chart or report. You can
connect to this database with Designer to see charts and reports
populated with data. This can be useful when troubleshooting your
charts and reports.

The default location of this temporary database is:
for Windows 2000 and XP:

C:\Documents and Settings\%username%\Local Settings\Temp
for Windows Vista:

C:\Documents and Settings\%username%\AppData\Local\Temp

Before making the connection, you should first open a Microsoft
Office Project chart or report with DecisionCharts or DecisionEdge
Suite to create the TempDB.mdb file.

Once the file exists, follow these steps:

1. Click Add OLE DB...
The Select Data Source dialog appears.

2. Select the Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider and click Next.

B2 Data Link Properties

Provider | Connection | Advanced | &1 |

Select the data you watt to connect to:

OLE DE Provider|z) ~
MediaCatalogDB OLE DB Provider

MediaCataloghergedDE OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogiw'ebDE OLE DB Prowider

Microzoft 1540 1.7 OLE DB Provider

Microzoft Jet 3.51 OLE DB Provider

ft.Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider
Microsoft OLE DB Provider For Data Mining Services
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for DTS Packages
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Indexing Service
Microsoft OLE DB Provider far Internet Publishing
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for ODBC Drivers
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for OLAP Services 8.0
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for Oracle L
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for Outlook Search
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for R5Search
Microzoft OLE DB Provider for SAL Server
Microzoft OLE DB Simple Provider w

Ok Cancel | Help |
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3. In the Connection tab, browse to and select the sample database:
TempDB.mdb

3 Data Link Properties

Provider Connectian |.ﬁ.dvanced| All I

Specify the following to connect to Access data;

1. Select or enter a databaze name:

nd Settingzt) ohntLocal 5etingzsTemphTempDE . mdt J

2. Enter information to log on to the databaze:

|lzer name: I.-’-'-.u:lmin

Pazswaord; I

¥ Blank password [ Allow saving password

Test Connection |

k. | Cancel | Help |

4. There’s no need to change other settings, so just click Test
Connection. You should receive a message:

Microsoft Data Link |E|

L.
\ 1 ) Test connection succeeded,

Click OK to close this dialog.

5. Click OK on the main dialog. You will be prompted for the new
connection name. Enter “Temp DB Created by MSP” and click OK:
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Enter Name

Enter custom name for OLE DB Databasge:

Provider=Mizrazaft.Jet OLEDE. 4.0:U zer
ITemp DB Created by M5H

k. I Cancel

6. The new connection should now be the default on the Select
Database Connection dialog:

X

Select Database Connection

Pick Data Source

AddODBC.. |  Add OLE DE...|

] I Cancel |

Click OK to open the chart.

17
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