








DecisionEdge Designer – Getting Started Guide v

 

 
What is DecisionEdge Designer? 
 

 DecisionEdge Designer gives technical consultants and developers 
the ability to both modify existing DecisionEdge charts and reports 
and create completely new ones for specific needs.  
 
DecisionEdge Designer can be used to create charts and reports 
from any software application running on an open database.  
However, the focus of this guide will be on creating new charts and 
reports for Microsoft Office Project and DecisionEdge Earned Value 
Manager.   
 
With DecisionEdge Designer, developers can: 

 Create new charts and tabular reports that can be shared 
with all DecisionEdge users 

 Customize existing charts and reports by adding new 
filters and series, including filters based on activity codes and 
other user defined fields. 

 Test changes with included viewers - DecisionEdge 
Designer includes licenses for the DecisionEdge Suite for 
Earned Value Manager and DecisionEdge Suite for Microsoft 
Office Project so developers can view and troubleshoot their 
work.  
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Licensing 
 

 DecisionEdge Designer will initially install in evaluation mode.  To 
obtain a permanent license and continue using the software after the 
evaluation expires, you must purchase a full-use license from 
DecisionEdge or one of its authorized representatives. 
 
After obtaining a license, you will receive a Registration Number that 
identifies and unlocks your copy of DecisionEdge Designer. 
Installation of the license is done after the initial installation (See the 
licensing instructions below).  

   

Hardware and Software Requirements  
 

 DecisionEdge Designer 
Software: 

 O/S: Windows 2000, XP SP2 or higher, or Vista 
 Microsoft: Microsoft Office Project 2002 or higher, including 

Microsoft Office Project 2007 
 Not licensed for use with Primavera products. 

 
 

Hardware:  
 40MB hard drive for each client  
 1GB of RAM or higher recommended 
 Two gigahertz (GHz) processor or higher recommended 

   

Using the DecisionEdge Designer in Your Organization 
 

 DecisionEdge helps project managers, program managers, 
executives and all stakeholders make better decisions about their 
projects.  With DecisionEdge, new project charts and tabular reports 
are just a few clicks away. 
 
Learn more about DecisionEdge Designer: 
http://www.decisionedge.com/microsoft_designer.html 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.decisionedge.com/microsoft_designer.html
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DecisionEdge Designer Documentation 
 

 DecisionEdge Designer documentation consists of three main 
components: 
 
■ This DecisionEdge Designer Getting Started Guide explains how to 
install and license the software.  
 
■ The DecisionEdge Designer Help File explains how to create new 
charts and reports. For example, the Help File describes how to 
design Filters and Data Blocks.  The Help File is accessed within 
DecisionEdge Designer and is designed to be complementary with 
the help file in the DecisionEdge Suite. 
 
■ The DecisionEdge Website has recorded demonstrations and other 
materials that can help you better understand the software.   
http://www.decisionedge.com/support.html 
 

   

Where to Get Support  
 

 Customer success is a top priority at DecisionEdge.  We want our 
customers to quickly and easily get started and remain successful 
with DecisionEdge software, and we have created extensive 
materials to help.    
 
Please review the Support  section of the DecisionEdge website for 
the information and answers that will help you get the most out of 
DecisionEdge software products: 
http://www.decisionedge.com/support

 

http://www.decisionedge.com/support.html
http://www.decisionedge.com/support
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DecisionEdge Designer Setup 
 

 
 
In this chapter: 
 
     Installing DecisionEdge Designer 
 
     Licensing DecisionEdge Designer 
 
      
 
      

The setup of DecisionEdge Designer consists of 
installing and licensing the software, connecting to the 
source database, and then starting a new design 
effort.  
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Installing DecisionEdge Designer 
 

 If you have a previous version of DecisionEdge Designer installed, 
use Add/Remove Programs in the Windows Control Panel to uninstall 
the existing version before you begin setup. 
 
Note: Your licensing and database connection information will be 
preserved when you uninstall the old version. 
 
To Install DecisionEdge Designer 

1. Exit any open programs before you install the DecisionEdge 
Designer. 
 

2. Download the DecisionEdge Designer file to your computer.  
Click Run if you get any Security Warning dialogs:   

 
The installation process will begin after the download is 
complete. 
 

3. Click Run if you get this Windows Security Warning dialog:  
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4. This dialog will appear when starting Installation:  

 
 

5. Review the licensing agreement and, if you agree to the 
license terms, select “I Agree” to accept it and then click Next.

 
 

6. Enter your name and your company name and click Next: 
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7. Choose between a Complete or Custom Install.  Complete 
will install all software and samples to the directory: 
C:\Program Files\DecisionEdge.  Choose Custom to select a 
different location. 

 
 

8. Click install to begin the software installation. 

 
 

9. The software will be installed: 
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10. Click Finish to exit when the installation is done. 

 
11. Start DecisionEdge Designer by either clicking on the new  

icon on your desktop or choose Start – All Programs – 
DecisionEdge – DecisionEdge Designer  
 

 

 Licensing DecisionEdge Designer  
 

 DecisionEdge Designer will initially install in evaluation mode.  To 
obtain a permanent license and continue using the software after the 
evaluation period, you must purchase a license directly from 
DecisionEdge or one of its authorized representatives. 
 
Until you purchase a license, you will see a splash screen like this: 

  
 
To register your DecisionEdge Designer license: 

1. Start DecisionEdge Designer by clicking on the desktop icon. 
 

2. If you have not yet purchased or registered a license, the 
Evaluation Version splash screen shown above will appear. 
 

3. Click Register to begin licensing the software. 
 

4. The Register dialog appears: 

 
 

5. Enter the installation number provided to you by 
DecisionEdge during the purchase process.  This is a 16 digit 
number.  Click OK to continue. 
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6. The Choose Licensing Method dialog appears: 

           
 
This dialog gives you two choices on how to complete the 
registration of your software: 
• Automatic Licensing - If your computer has an Internet 
connection, then select this option to automatically register with 
the DecisionEdge web server. This usually takes less than 30 
seconds to complete. Only your Registration number, an 
internally generated "Installation Number", and your IP address 
are sent to the DecisionEdge web site. You will be notified when 
registration is complete. 
• Manual Licensing - To register manually, follow the instructions 
below. 

 
To register your product manually: 
After selecting Manual Registration on the Select Registration Type 
dialog, a Register dialog appears that displays the Installation 
Number, Registration Number, and the DecisionEdge web address 
where you can register manually. 

 
 
 

1. Open your Internet Browser, and enter the registration web 
address. 
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If you do not have Internet access on the computer, write 
down the Installation Number, the Registration Number, and 
the Web address, and complete the registration (steps below) 
on a computer with Internet access. Finally, enter the Unlock 
Key in the Unlock Key field. 
 

2. Enter the Installation Number and Registration Number in the 
registration web page, and click Submit. 

3. The registration form web page returns the Unlock Key. 
4. Type that key in the Unlock Key field in the Register dialog. 
5. Click License…. 

The software will process the unlock key and convert itself 
into a full-license.  You will no longer see the Evaluation 
Version splash screen.  Thank you for your purchase! 
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Setting up a Database Connection 
and Opening a Chart or Report 
 

 
 
In this chapter: 
 
    Opening a chart or report  
 
     Setting up database connections 
 
     Examples for database connection setup 

This chapter provides details about how to set up 
database connections for the first time by opening a 
chart or report. You will also find examples of 
database connection setup through Oracle and SQL.  
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Opening the First Chart and Establishing a Database Connection 
 

 While DecisionEdge Designer is for creating new charts and reports, it is 
easiest to configure and test a database connection using an existing 
chart.  
 
The first time you open a chart or report, you have to establish a 
connection to the host application.  This connection can be direct to the 
database using an ODBC driver or it can be via an API or SDK that 
presents data via an ODBC or OLE DB interface.  
 
Opening a chart or report: 
Charts and reports are stored as files on the hard disk with a “.cvx” 
extension. 
 
1. Choose File, Open. 
The file open dialog appears.  Navigate to the installation directory, 
typically: C:\Program Files\DecisionEdge 

 
 
You can access to the following default chart folders: 
• DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager Graphs 
C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\Charts\Earned Value Manager Graphs 
• Microsoft Office Project Graphs 
C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\MSProjectGraphs  
 
You can access to the following default report folders: 
• DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager Reports 
C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\Reports\Earned Value Manager Reports 
• Microsoft Office Project Reports 
C:\Program files\DecisionEdge\MSProjectGraphs 
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2. Select one of the chart or report files, and click Open. 
The Select Database Connection dialog appears. 

 
 
When you first run DecisionEdge Designer, the only connection on the 
list is to the sample Microsoft Office Project database. If you need to 
connect to a different database, you can use the Add ODBC and Add 
OLE DB buttons.  
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Setting up a connection to the database 
You can establish connection to the database through Add ODBC or Add OLE DB buttons. The 
right choice depends on the application you are using and the type of database you are 
connecting to. The table below outlines the possible options: 
 

Module  Database  Connectivity  Option  

DecisionEdge 
Earned Value 
Manager  

 
Oracle  Microsoft OLE DB 

Driver for Oracle  

Add OLE DB…  

DecisionEdge 
Earned Value 
Manager  

 
SQL Server  Microsoft OLE DB 

Driver for SQL Server  

Add OLE DB…  

DecisionEdge 
Earned Value 
Manager 

 
Access  Microsoft  Jet 4.0  

OLE DB Provider  

Add OLE DB…  

Microsoft Office 
Project 

 
Access / JET 

Microsoft JET  
OLE DB Provider 

Add OLE DB… 

Any Application with 
an Open Database 

 
Varies 

Choose Appropriate 
Connectivity Driver 

 
Depends on Driver 
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Database Connection Setup Examples 
 

 
 

Example 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below are several specific database connection examples: 
 
DecisionEdge Earned Value Manager with Oracle, SQL Server, or 
Microsoft Access 
 
1. Click Add OLE DB…. 
The Data Link Properties dialog appears: 

 
 
2. Select the appropriate provider for your database. 
 
Most likely the provider is one of the following: 
• Oracle – Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Oracle 
• SQL Server – Microsoft OLE DB Provider for SQL Server 
• Access – Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider 
 
3. Click Next to complete the setup of the provider. 
 
4. Click the Connection tab to define database and authenticate 
yourself for the connection. You may have to contact your database 
administrator for the database connection information. 
 
Note: Make sure the “Allow Saving Password” checkbox is checked 
or DecisionEdge will not work. 
 
 
For Oracle, the Connection tab requires a server name, user name, 
and password: 
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For SQL server, the Connection tab requires a server name, a 
database name, and either a Windows NT security for login or a 
SQL server user name and password: 
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Example 2 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The username and password are database usernames and 
passwords, not Earned Value Manager usernames and passwords.  
Contact your system administrator if you have do not know your 
database usernames. 
 
5. Click the Test Connection button to verify the connection. 
If things are working, the test will succeed.  If not, please review your 
settings and  
 
6. Click OK to confirm the database connection. 
The Enter Name dialog appears: 

 
The Enter Name dialog allows you to give your own personalized 
name to the database connection. This name then appears in the list 
when you open a report. An example of a database connection name 
for Earned Value Manager might be “EVM” 
 
 
7. Click OK to return to the Select Database Connection dialog. 
The new connection name is already filled in. 
 
8. Click OK in the Select Database Connection dialog to run the 
report. 
 
 
 
Sample Microsoft Office Project Database 
 
DecisionEdge Designer comes with a sample Microsoft Office Project 
database with all tables and fields that can be used to create new 
charts and reports.  This file, SampleMSProjectDB.mdb, is installed in 
the default DecisionEdge directory and a link to it is automatically 
created during installation.  To work with this sample database, simply 
select “Sample Microsoft Office Project Database” and click OK. 
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Example 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Microsoft Office Project Temporary Database 
 
When DecisionEdge creates a chart or report from Microsoft Office 
Project, the software creates a temporary database with only the 
tables and fields required for the specific chart or report.  You can 
connect to this database with Designer to see charts and reports 
populated with data.  This can be useful when troubleshooting your 
charts and reports. 
 
The default location of this temporary database is: 
for Windows 2000 and XP: 
   C:\Documents and Settings\%username%\Local Settings\Temp 
for Windows Vista: 
   C:\Documents and Settings\%username%\AppData\Local\Temp 
 
Before making the connection, you should first open a Microsoft 
Office Project chart or report with DecisionCharts or DecisionEdge 
Suite to create the TempDB.mdb file. 
 
Once the file exists, follow these steps: 
 
1. Click Add OLE DB… 
The Select Data Source dialog appears. 
 
2. Select the Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB Provider and click Next. 
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3. In the Connection tab, browse to and select the sample database: 
TempDB.mdb  

 
 
4. There’s no need to change other settings, so just click Test 
Connection. You should receive a message: 

 
Click OK to close this dialog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Click OK on the main dialog. You will be prompted for the new 
connection name. Enter “Temp DB Created by MSP” and click OK: 
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6. The new connection should now be the default on the Select 
Database Connection dialog: 

 
Click OK to open the chart. 
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